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Introduction

Chicago Public Schools’ Office of Language and Cultural Education
(OLCE) proudly presents the Korean Cultural Heritage Resource Guide.
This invaluable educational offering further substantiates OLCE’s mission of
“Developing the Global Citizen” by adding a new and exciting dimension to
the existing body of multicultural resources currently available at Chicago
Public Schools.

This guide is a comprehensive introduction to Korean history, language and
culture. In order to maximize effectiveness as a teaching resource, each
general area is standardized with information on closely related subject
matters. Every chapter begins with a “Teacher’s Background Information”
followed by lessons and enrichment activities. In this way, each chapter is
an easily accessible, teacher-friendly unit that will provide a wealth of
information and classroom activities on important facets of Korea, past and
present.

The Korean American community in the United States recently
celebrated its Centennial in 2003. On January 13, 1903, 102 Koreans first
arrived on the shores of America in Hawaii on the U.S.S. Gaelic.
Currently, the Korean American population is estimated to be approximately
1.5 million nationwide, with metropolitan Chicagoland home to one of the
largest Korean American communities in the United States. It is our sincere
hope that teachers, students and school communities will greatly benefit
from the Korean Cultural Heritage Resource Guide for years to come.
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